Transcript of Notes written by Nora Mary Dibble


	Grandfather Symes was head gardener at Compton House and Church Warden at the lovely little church there. Grandmother Deborah was a scott and a Macdonald. I understand she married twice. Her first husband being a Campbell who was killed in the Boer War. His friend, Grandfather, took the news of his death to her and they were married. There were three sons, Harry, Thomas and Jack (who died young and unmarried). Four girls Polly, Emily, Minnie and one I never saw or knew by any name except Mrs. Talbot, perhaps she was from the first marriage. Polly was a wonderful cook and won the Festival of Britain prize at the same time as I did in Wales. She was then over 80. Emily and Minnie were both very well to do and bought all their dress materials and household goods from Liberty’s. Minnie was adopted daughter and companion (after foiling an attempted burglary) of Miss Cross and never married. Aunt Emily’s marriage was a disaster. Her daughter Irene was a severe cripple (due to a difficult birth) but a brilliant musician. Her son Lieut. John Davies R.N. Retired was leader of the orchestra on board the ship of the Admiral in Chief Med. Fleet and took a degree in law at Leeds. He and his daughter Deborah are one of the best sources for family information.
	Grandma King (Emily Mary Baker) was one of the most precise elegant old ladies I ever knew and a martinet for manners and deportment. She was always dressed is stiff rustling taffeta. She was about 5ft1 and size 2 shoes.
	Grandfather King brought me up and taught me an awful lot. Reading The Bible, my tables and above all nature study and arranging bouquets of wild flowers for Grannie. I could do no wrong in his eyes. Details of his family are easily obtained by searching the Sherborne Abbey records. I have traced them back for 400 years. They owned and still do (3rd cousin Earnest with whom Dad and I have played tennis and is slightly younger than us) the blacksmiths shop in Yeovil Road, Sherborne and records of repairs etc. to the Abbey bells and fencing and iron work in the cemetery and Castle gates bears the name of my great grandfather William. Grandfather himself was a wonderful artist and did splendid O.E. writing which I am afraid was destroyed. Also the scrap book he made for me, mother must have got rid of when she went to The Croft along with a lot of other things I should have liked which were mine like my set of Chatterbox Albums.
	Grandfather was very strict T.T. He knew more about The Bible than any one else I’ve ever met. He kept The White Swan at Ilminster and The Woolmington in Sherborne where I was borne. He actually took the qualifying exam for Australian emigrant teachers but the post was taken up by his younger brother Walter. At one time he must have been very well to do for he owned at least 4 houses in Sherborne but he lost an awful lot in the Horatio Bottomly swindle and lent to his friends without security so that on his death Grannie was very badly situated.
	Grannie had 5 sisters and 4 brothers.
	Granddad had 5 brothers and 4 sisters.
	One great aunt was one of Queen Victoria’s cooks so I was told. Any rate there have always been a lot of good cooks in both families.



NOTE from information given by Fred. April 1983

	A genealogist interested in the name Symes delved into records and found the family came over in app. 1570 from France to Bristol (merchants). Fred has some papers which he has promised to try and find along with photos of Grandfather and Grandmother King and if he can to let us have them.



Transcript of notes written by Raymond Kenneth Dibble (1975)

Notes On Pedigree
The Dibbles lived in the “main street”, a steep narrow lane in Odcombe near Yeovil. They were a big family (of a labourer). Fanny and I believe some others emigrated to Canada. There were some from the next generation in Manchester and one spinster (Christiana) in Belper Derby. Luke lived in Newtown, Milborne Port. (records show Fanny L E Dibble born 1846 travelling to Quebec on SS Southwark arriving 30May1911)

The Hanns were carpenters (undertakers in North St. Milborne Port.) Geoffrey certainly carried on the business including building (1930s). The family were connected somewhere with the Shorthand Pitmans. (Emma?).
Jabez Dibble lived with Rosa in Russel Place, M. Port and later in London Rd. just opposite the gate to Venn gardens. He worked in Southcombes glove factory until he was about 65. He and Rosa are buried in M. Port.
Annie died a young girl i.e. not a baby. Cecil had meningitis as a young boy and was an invalid all his life. He outlived his mother and was in homes in Flaxbourton and Frome where he died. Herbert died Christmas 1974 and is buried in M. Port. He was a grocer at Shefford (Beds) and Publican at the “Rising Sun” Odcombe retiring back to M. Port. His son was a Policeman at Wimbledon now retired.

The Richards – William Henry owned the Mills at Brendon His youngest son still does.
The mills originally ground corn (2 mills) and was driven by water wheel. A turbine replaced this and drove circular saw, lathe, jigsaw, grindstone, boring machine and still one corn mill 1920-1930 period. At that time the main business building carpentry with some cartwrighting and coffins. In 1920 there was a working smith (J. Litson) and 2 carpenters besides Harry, George and Stanley. The bench would swing a 48” saw but normally used about 36” diameter. The Richards are buried at Brendon.

The Smiths must have been from Lynmouth. Polly and Liza kept The Blue Ball Countisbury. Lida married a coachman and lived far away but came back to a cottage in Countisbury for many years as an elderly widow. Jim Smith’s son Jim operated the funicular at Lynmouth for many years 1920 – 1935?

The Richards girls all went “into service”
Sis at Sandiacre (Glos) and married a groom there.
Alida with the Medlicott family in Cranborne and by 1912 at M. Port where she married a local shop asst/traveller in clothing. Pink rosebud tea service was Medlicott present. Lived in Rock Cottage M. Port where I was born.
Bertha trained as cook, worked in London. Bus conductress in 1914-18 war. Returned to Brendon area early 1920s and married local hunt groom. The lived in Malmsmead, Rockford, Southernwood, Glebe (many years) Lea Villas.
Sis and Will settled in Copplestone (nr Exeter) where Will died leaving Sis and Ivor alone for many years. Ivor met local school teacher and went to teach in Birmingham (eventually Yardley HM.).

Transcription of Notes written by Nora Mary Dibble at various times 

Arthur
Cut his first 2 teeth (bottom) 18/3/46 in Gloucester
First top tooth May 5th, second May 7th
First definite sound. Glue
First word 5 months, Dadda, very clear. Nan-nan, Giggi (Jinks), Mum, Ted, Clock, Light
Walking around furniture 10 ½ months. Walking easily alone 13 months, had his first shoes end of August
Hair cut by DaddySept.21st 1946

Oct. 46
Funny ways Reading newspapers, loves playing on the bed and being tossed, rolls himself up in a shawl, cuddles on a cushion. Rather naughty about going to bed and will pull books out of Daddy’s shelf. Car crazy
15 months
Trouble with teeth. Beginning to undress ready for bath. Shuts door to toilet. Pretending to feed & drink from his bucket etc. also being a bear. Opens drawers easily. Hides things e.g. His toys, daddy’s comb, will dust for me.

Christmas 1946. Whooping cough

Jan 18.1.47 nettle rash. Easter, Goes without nappies, entirely no wet beds.

July Swanage with Uncle Vic

August 47 had his first party. Granny and uncle arrive unexpectedly. 4 visitors (very amusing)
Arthur has marvellous vocab for age. Uses personal pronoun in correct place. Also “Those” Loves helping daddy in garden, helps wipe up & set table, shells peas. Loves seeing trains.
Stirred egg bucket & upset whole tin of flit. Slight lapse in good habits. Puts on own shoes but can’t fasten.
Presents. Trike, drum, tea set, cash, engine, hamper set, coat & trouser set, 3 books (20 cards)
Can open all doors unfortunately. Says “Please” beautifully. Helps wipe up. Rather nervous of strangers & noises. Terrified of Hoover at first  - calls it “Wind Blow” Helps to set table & knows which side to place knives and forks. Uses his own correctly most of the time but occasionally resorts to spoon or fingers. If hurt comes to be mended with a kiss & asks for TP. If really hurt but goes to Bye Bye on my neck, still very troublesome at bed time. Favourite toys still his wooden train & dolls. Teddy at bed time.

Nov. Terrified of bonfire and fireworks. Arthur pleased with new baby – just a bit difficult to understand spends a good deal of time in with me loves peeping over the cot & also watch nurse and bath him.

Dec Arthur seems to have accepted R. wonderfully no sign of jealousy at all. R very troublesome at night & during the evening
Christmas very exiting Arthur thrilled & has a lovely time – gas-stove, rolling pin lots of balloons- cars. Knows lots of Nursery rhymes & Owl &Pussy Cat.

Jan1948 Arthur missing Grannie very much. Vocabulary splendid – he has suddenly become very good about going to bed on his own sings Nursery Rhymes to himself, Teddy & “baby wiggie” He helps me bath Rodney & put thing away. He is just showing a reaction to Rodney – shouts, screams and has fits of temper& is very strong willed but has no idea why. Also inclined to wet his pants. Still he’ll get over it for he loves Rodney very much & will give him all his toys.
Uses words like: -Percolator (coffee lator), Giraffe, traffic, marmite. Still loves being danced to radio.

May/48 Arthur has had a holiday with Grannie. Marvellously good at Roddys christening in his Jelly Eating Suit. Now using cultivator in correct sense.
Rodney now as heavy as Arthur was at 18 months. Says Dadda but has become a bit troublesome at night (teething)
Arthur loves him but won’t leave him alone. Arthur can read up to Beacon Card 5 & knows value of numbers up to 4. Can count correctly up to 10 & is taking a distinct interest in telling time. He also knows his 1d. ½d. ¼d. pays Greengrocer & Mrs. Flynn (bread) & waits for change. Very keen on small cars in his sand.
	Roddy trying to crawl – very strong. Arthur can fasten buttons & put on his own shoes when he feels inclined. He usually undresses and folds his clothes a very tidy little boy but showing first attempts at defiance. It’s being stamped on hard!
Took A to zoo left R with Mrs A Jones quite overwhelmed by buses & orchestra etc. at restaurant. Daddy fed him at first until he got into the hang of things. He loved the zoo and had a ride on the elephant which was a great thrill.

June 24th Rodney cut 1st tooth (2 centre bottom)
June 25th Rodney cut second tooth
Rodney saying Dadda _ dirty little scamp will blow his food at me very funny but naughty. Makes Arthur laugh. Huge appetite.
Arthur often sings to Roddy & they have a shouting game & laugh a lot. Arthur always willing to let R have his toys. Wants to feed him chocolate & heaven knows what else. 
	Arthur got very lazy about reading Very difficult to train Roddy in his clean habits. Screams at his pot & what a scream

August holiday at Granny’s: Arthur to Weymouth

Roddy’s 1st Birthday ride on Water Boat
Only 7 teeth. Both have colds – lovely time though. Rodney walking splendidly (since 10 ½ months) climbs dreadfully. He is very powerful slow talking. Likes to tata Dadda very mischievous with books lifts fireguard.
Arthur’s conversation marvellous. Has imaginary family “My Dollies” Very mechanically minded. Helpful. Has his car. Eager about Christmas. Very good about bed now Tidies up! Very generous to lend Rodney anything. Boisterous together. Arthur reading fairly well (but lazy) though he shows signs of being periodically very bright. Memory astounding. Both very interested in clothes. (Blue coats, Roddy’s pink dressing gown)

June Took both to zoo. Rodney chased a duck, both rode the elephant and in the lama cart.

July1949 Both splendid companions. Rodney talking much more now - Very devoted to pink rabbit (dry by day) Arthur had a lovely picnic with cake + 4 candles. 14 children & 5 gr.ups to celebrate his coming birthday. Both enjoyed it very much Rodney amused every one by the amount he ate – Rodney nearly hung himself through bars of cot.

Nov 1950 Big gap since I last wrote. Very little time. Last summer Arthur got skin poisoning from picking out my daisies & was very run down for a long time. For Christmas we were alone but had turkey & fairy light for the tree. The children were thrilled. Their stockings were simply super. Both had Indian suits which I made & Arthur a lovely fort. Rodney a Noah’s Ark both made by Daddy.
In March we had the new car VV7030. I’ve worried dreadfully about Arthur going to school but it was quite unnecessary for although he held my hand very tight as we went in he was good as gold & has been no trouble about it from the first. Now the poor little man is in hospital with a hernia. I saw him yesterday for the first time in a fortnight. He looked just as if he wanted to say “How can you leave me here?”
Rodney is fiendishly mischievous Flooded the bathroom on Thursday Pulled all the coloured wools out of my knitting Wednesday & today ripped a bowl of chrysanths to bits. He is a most lovable child but at times I feel I could do anything to him he’s such a dirty little scamp & he’s getting very cheeky. He picks up the Welsh intonation and idiom much more quickly than Arthur which is deplorable. He has a new “posh” bed and is not much shorter than Arthur. People frequently enquire if they are twins but their faces tell the difference. Rodney is much more babyish than Arthur ever was.

August 1952 Much too busy of late to keep up the record properly. They have had measles last year and now this whooping cough. Arthur dreadfully ill with measles but Rodney hardly at all. Then Rodney and I had food poisoning& I broke my arm taking A to school. Whooping cough the worst todo yet. Arthur very sick but clean with it. Rodney is much worse because he would not be sick. Still not over it after a lovely holiday at Durdle Door.

50 F&M

51 MG new
Stayed Aunt Sis

52 1 week only 
Rodney started school
Flood
Roberts stayed
Aunt Sis

53 Coronation
May 12 Daddy ill
MG down Dynamo
Lynton Sherborne end
Return Austin7
Chickenpox
F&M spent holiday
Big birthday party

54 MG knocking
Teeth

55 AC
Chill




Further notes added by Arthur Dibble 2002

Raymond (born 3rd May 1916) was educated at Fosters School in Sherborne and went on to do a degree in chemistry at Bristol University. He had intended to go into teaching but due to the start of WW2 he joined Royal Navy Ordinance in 1939, starting in Jedburgh and moving to Holten Heath making nitro-cellulose. Following the end of the war explosives were much less in demand so he changed to man made fibres with Courtalds in Coventry and he was the chemist in charge of the first commercial production of Nylon at the new factory of British Nylon Spinners in Pontypool. He had married in 1941 and I was born in 1945. In 1946 we moved to the “prefab” at 49 Caroline Road, New Inn, Monmouthshire and Rodney was born in 1947. Raymond continued to work at the same place until his retirement in 1978. We moved to the house in Goytre in August 1958(?) which was re-named Sherborne rather than the original Ty-Goch (Welsh for red brick). The house had ¾ acre of land and numerous sheds. Raymond lived there until it became obvious during Christmas 1999 that he could no longer live on his own as his arthritic hip was making mobility very difficult. We therefore found him a sheltered housing scheme flat in Thatcham that he moved into in April 2000. This worked well until Christmas that year when he suffered bladder problems that meant 3 months in hospital and discharge only on condition that he went into care. He got a place in a nursing home in Froxfield, Wilts. where he had his own room and could be surrounded by his own belongings. He fell and broke his hip in December 2001 and was taken to Princess Margaret Hospital, Swindon. He had never been well built and he had no reserves to fight the complications that followed and he died 4th Jan 2002.

Nora (born 8th October 1914) was educated at Lord Digbys School, Sherborne and did her teaching qualifications at Avery Hill (now The University of East London). During the war years she taught at Wimborne being billeted on Mrs D. Roberts.  When Ray moved to Holten Heath they were able to get a flat in Parkstone. I was born in North Wooton and Mum and I lived in Parkstone until 1946 while Dad was working in Coventry. Mum dedicated her life to her family and home, enjoying her cooking and flower arranging. She suffered angina in her later years and died of a heart attack 19th February 1992. Both their ashes were scattered at Red Daren near New Town that had been a favourite picnic site.
She had a brother Fredrick about 10 years younger who married Mavis Clapp. To start with they lived with Granny in North Wootton and later bought “The Croft”, Stoford. Fred worked at a printers in Yeovil and then went on to run his own market garden and supplying Mavis’s floristry needs. They had no children and when Fred died in 1984 Mavis employed Rodney to design the new octagonal “Croft” Mavis celebrated her 90th birthday in 2016 with family and friends in Yeovil. She suffered from dementia and was found a place in a Care Home where she passed away on 20th July 2020.


Arthur Raymond personal note. (born 10th August 1945 in North Wooton, Dorset)
I went to New Inn Infant school followed by Green Lawn Junior and then to Abersychan Gram/Tech. Went on to do sandwich course at Aston University but failed 1st year. My industrial sponsors GEC Telecom in Coventry offered me a job in their test department and after 5 years there I applied to join the commissioning dept. I spent about a year working round the U.K. before going to Nigeria. During my 2 years there I met Ann who was doing V.S.O. work. On my return to the U.K. I lived with Mum and Dad at Goytre and got a job with a small electronics company making alarm systems (Patol). I re-established contact with Ann and bought my first house at 9 Treowen Road, Newbridge. We got married in Taunton 26th July 1975 then Carl was born 1976 and Martin in 1978. My interest in kites was rekindled when Ann gave me a Peter Powel and then a Dunford Flying Machine. My job was changed to the Reading office and so we moved to 122 Derwent Road, Thatcham in 1979 and then to 24 Alexander Road in 1985. I have continued to work with the same company all the time although it has changed hands several times going under the names Wood Group, Meridian, Wormald and Tyco. Kite flying became a passion particularly with the parachuting Teddies and I have an enormous collection of kites and spend most weekends during the summer at events.
On 14th April 2007 I was chairing a meeting of White Horse Kite Flyers when I suffered a heart attack; thinking at the time it was indigestion I drove home when I realised it was something more and Ann called the ambulance. I was rushed in to Reading hospital where after 2 days I had an angioplasty and stent fitted. I returned to work after 10 weeks but found it difficult to take it easy as I had been advised on my return. On 10th October 2007, due to company re-organisation I was given redundancy.
I set up to work for my self on a consultancy basis from 4/12/07 for 2 years and did various jobs for my previous employer. The cost of insurance, commercial car insurance and accountancy fees then made me retire completely. Officially retiring 5th April 2010.
Diagnosed with type 2 diabetes 2012.
Since then I have filled my time with kites, RC models and cooking (a passion inherited from mother). Occasionally gardening, DIY and a bit of travel but age does restrict these a little. I have always been interested in technology and am a total gadget geek.  I like to try and keep up with the latest trends and these pages are the result.
[bookmark: _GoBack]


The start of notes on the boys. (Updated December 2016) I hope they will add to this over the years.

Carl Raymond born in Panteg Hospital in Gwent (23rd February1976). Went to school in Parsons Down Infant and Juniors in Thatcham then Kennet Secondary. Very keen scout going to jamboree in Korea and later became cub leader in Woolhampton. Left school after A levels and started work at SCA Packaging in Thatcham. Changed to CAD draughting for MD Technology also in Thatcham. Bought starter home at 18 Bowes Road Thatcham. In November 2002 upgraded to 2 Pentland Place. Very keen member of Kennet Amateur Theatrical Society where has been lighting director and producer where he met Kayleigh Hill. 2003/4 decided to further his education and started OU course in computing. Did exceedingly well in first year and went on to complete his degree in 2011. January 2005 Kayliegh moved in with him. They moved in to a new larger house on 10th December 2007 at 7 Spackman Close. In 2007 they announced their engagement and got married on 20th June 2009.
On 8th September 2011 Kayleigh gave birth to Adam Joseph (First in the next generation of Dibbles)
Followed by Isaac Alexander on 7th February 2014.
In September 2015 they moved to Washwater.

Martin Roy born in Panteg Hospital in Gwent (5th May 1978). Went to school in Parsons Down Infant and Juniors in Thatcham then Kennet Secondary. After A levels followed in fathers foot steps and went to Aston University where he also failed 1st year but after re-take went on to fail 2nd year. Learnt to juggle and improved greatly whilst at Aston. Has problem with corrugated corneas and will not wear contact lenses so has not learnt to drive. Spent a year doing very little but under pressure took night shift job at BOC loading lorries for M&S. Jan. 2000 started at Alto Highway in Newbury. 2005 trained on Sisco and Citrix networks. In 2006 he moved in with Ann’s brother Jonathan to house/cat sit while Jonathan goes off on boating trips. Alto Highway has been taken over by Carphone Warehouse and Martin is doing well getting more responsibility and has enjoyed trips to Birmingham to equip a new centre.
In July 2008 he bought his own house at 76 Derwent Road very close to our first house in Thatcham. He met Claire Burdette whilst following Pokemon Go and shortly before the outbreak of Coid-19 in 2020 she moved in with him. They spent Christmas that year in Uzerch in France. They liked the area so much they bought a house there and are restoring the land and buildings. Martin has to spend some time back in the UK so still retains his house in Derwent Road.



Rodney Ivor (born 16th November 1947 Panteg hospital)
Schools: Greenlawn; Abersychan
Manchester Polytechnic College studied Architecture.
Work, Manchester City Council; Leslie Jones Architects 1989 -2009.
Married Gillian Roberts 13th December 1975
Children
Melissa: Married John King 17th June 2005: Children; Eliot; Eloise; Aiden; Samuel
Marcus
Anthony; Married Gemma Graham 28th December 2016
Further details can be found on his Memoirs page.

Notes obtained via “Genes Re-united” web contact

Dear Arthur, I only have Maria Dibble on Genes re-united. She married Robert Heathman on the 3rd Aug. 1857 in Odcombe Somerset. George Brake & Elizabeth Chant were the witnesses. I have not found any children from them. Maria died 1900 in Wincanton. Her husband Robert died 10th Oct. 1899 in Milborne Port. 
R.M. Dibble his Sister in Law was present at the death.
In 1861 Maria was living with her Sisters Emma and Fanny. She was a Leather Glove Buttoner.
In my private files I have Marias parents as John Dibble born ca. 1801 in Odcombe and Harriet ? born ca. 1814. For children I have Maria, Joseph, Luke, William and Emma but no Jabez.
I think I have now given you all I possess about the Dibbles. I would be interested to know more about Maria's parents if you have that info.
Regards,
Steve Heathman.
